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4. this Territory. He vividly portrayed, in a short speech, the persecutions 

„ en which the Latter-day Saints had passed because of their religious 

‘beliefs; paid a high tribute to their unfaltering patriotism and devotion to 
| their country, and gave a sketch of their history since’ the 

bbb. “Dhe address was received with loud applause. 

th 2 Ward — after which Bishop O. F. Whitney read 


the followlti 
P T. 


FxLLOw Crtizens:—A condition of the vital. interests 


of the f the people of Utah and, their 
impels us, théir reptesg Ay 88 
you. Our — as American citizens are trampled upon, and believing it 
our imperative duty, in the presence of such a danger, to protest against the 
gigantic evil which threatens, not only our liberties, but the liberties of every 
\freeman, we; in general mess meeting assembled, in the name ‘of freedom, 
justice and humanity, make this appeal for relief. and protection. MOAN det 
We are unpopular with our fellow countrymen; it is our religion which 
makes us so; we are asmall minority in their midst; but we have yet to learn 
that. these are grounds upon which to justify, in a land of liberty, the acts of 
oppression which we as a people, from the beginning of our history, l have 
been made to suffer. 


As to our religious faith jit: is based upon avidencs, which to our minds is 
conclusive; convictions not to be destroyed by legislative enactments or 


judicial decisions: “Foros niay ‘enslave thé body, but it cannot convitcs the 
mind. To yield, ut the demand of the legislator’ or the judge, the rights of 
conscience, wouldiprove 1 rant n every, duty we owe to God and man. 
Among the principles of ion ig, of immediate rev 

1;, one of, the dootrines 20 revealed is celestial or plural marriage, 
lbieb, ostensibly, we stigma and hate This Vib part. of: 


religion, the decisions Courts to the contrary 
Utah Commission concede t this. In their the of 
yterior,. November, 1884 Speak} p plural marria, 
their faith i as muc a essential | and substantia 

their belief in baptism, répe tor the ot 


od the like. 
All orthodox. Merge to de rig that. 


94 


That the Latter. ew this as a p ‘of theit re figion 

ren Polya tion 
system 0 ir ‘is difficult: for peo tac 


here, exists in eternity. — 

order to insure her oxaleation. Di 
should be married or sealed 30% 

belief, these ulliances are formed while 
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but while ‘patriarchal marriage as it is termed, is a part of their faith and 
practice, they have no idea ‘that it should become universal. The equality at 
_ thé sexés; if no other reason; would prevent this. It is a mistaken’ idea that 

our Church favors the propagation of this doctrine, or seeks to establish it a6 
a universal system. At the same time we fully balieve that women should 


do married oven if two or three uf them, as in the family of Abraham, Jacob 

and others, become the wives: of one man. Instead, therefore, ol our system 

ol marriage promoting sensuality, experience has proved that it checks it; 

and instead uf being destruetivs of the family relation, it is preservative of it. 

Plural marriage was publiely proclaimed: a doctrine of the Church in 1884 
Gongress declared it a crime in 1862; but the law enacted aguinst it remained 
for seventeen years a: dead letter, the Federal officials hesitating to enforce 
it, as if they doubted its constitutionality. Tue law of 1864 was not declared 
constitutional until the :6th of Junnary, 1870. Plurel marriage, therefore, 

‘was openly taught and practised ten years before any la wexisted against it; 
and twenty-seven years had elapsed from the time of its first public promul- 
gation, until the Supreme:Court: decided the law to be eunstiſutional. Thus 
it is apparent that plural marriage was not introduced in ene 0 ure 
but the law was enacted against this principle of our religion. 

The charges of treason and rebsllion made against our people are bend 
as they are untrus. We have given too many proofs of bur loyalty for such 
acousations to ha vs weight. Thrioe driven from our homes, and while fles 
ing from the confines of the nation which refused us ‘protection, a call was 
made upon us for five hundred ‘men to assist in fighting our cuuntry's battles 
in Mexico. They were promptly furnibhed, though it took the flower of the 
camp the able-bodied men ofthat band of refugees. They left their 
mothers, wives and little ones, encamped in tents and wagons upon the 
prairies, and performed an unparalleled march of two thousand miles, over 
barren plains and bleak mountains, to the scene of ‘action, where they: ren 
dered signal service to their country’s The inain body of the exifes 
continued their western flight until they reached the Rocky Mountains, where 
they unfurled the Stars and Strip2s, which had led their desert ‘march, and 
two yenrs after framed a republican constitution and applied fur admission us 
State into the Union, Are théseevidendes af disluyalt 
All through uur history tlie g:neral: government bus sneméd to 
less as loyal American citisene as a dangerous alien cement! It may 
have been induced at times tu reengnish that we liad justice on our 
aide, but it hus never come to onr defense delegatiun which narrated 
in burning words the story uf our wrongs in Missouri; tlie chief magistrate of 
the, pation made the humiliating-confedsion that though dur cause was just 
ho could do nothing ſor un he land whose Constitution, in the language 
its framora, was; hoped: to:be broad enough shelter under its mantle the 
om the the Pagan, as — 
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of 4 Fedemlofficial, hen the Executive dispatched an army 10 
hip us into a loyalty. fram on- investigation, it proved we had 
never deparied. Our it always has been, ahbe 
The authorities at Wash ington rights. in the matter 
af.joqal self-government. ‘As:ently a8 18% the people el Utah framellua 
State constitution, und applied lor ad mission inta the Union. Their: applé- 
dation was repeated, as conditions beenme more favorable, first in 1656, again 
in 1668, chen in 1872; and lastly in 1888, and each time has been igueredl A 
Territorial government is not a republican institution; but for thirty 
years we have been compelled to acospt the colonial cénditions ‘which’ it i- 
and denied the most preelous of ull rights -that of elf. ment 
Only for the; firat: ton years of our existence in the mountains were we 
voucheaſed thia precious: boon to any considerable degree, during Whieh time — 
a man of our choice. occupied the position of governor; We 
qualitication for Statehood—population, wealth; stability of commerce und 
aociety. No reasonable excuse can the refusal of our appli 
cation. We submit that it should, of right; be oonsidered and favorably 
It has been the unde viatiug policy to send strangers into: our midet ‘as. 
governora, judges, prosecuting attorneys and marshals, men who; with honor 
able exceptions, had no interest in the common: welfare. We complain pos 
only of the personal character of these officiels; and that they have acted she. 
part of petty deapute among us, trampling on vur liberties, assuining prerége- 
fives they never ouuld presume te /exertise except among 80 unpopular 
people, and hauchtily ignoring our rights und feelings, hut also that where 
this disposition has vo- been sufficiently pronounced, populat ola mor, tending 
4n.engender and develop it, has beem 80 strung: that fair minded, just mek 
have enjoyed but short terme of office, while those who: possessed:: thô e 
qualification of hatred of the ee oe were kept secure in seats whieh 
We complain of repeated ot ill. ſoeling from the ‘parent. 
government. Even in small towns Mormen postmasters hu ve een 
displaced for strangers—-in' some instances mere transients, who in may oases. 
have: been retained in office although serious charges, supported. by eviderios 
aworn to by reputable icitizens, have been preferred against them. Mormond 
have been frequently removed: Without just cause; The names of post-offless. 
ia named for leading beloved ‘citizeut—men who laid the fonds 
tion ot, the: Territory's: proaperity-hewve been changed at) the whine de 
(of come amal; oh,] bigot or minority of petitioned, 
Kaderal.government 
usually passed over unnoticed, while petitions urging government 
ralisionb denominations un oquainted with ‘us exdapt 
{nom bane been: anepaded: consideration and igengrally ‘acter 
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befote the Rdmunds ‘act should be: p 
signatures of the people directly Ps pe were cast aside as of no mom 
Com up under the Bémunde'! 
tlie authority conferted them, and have weusped ‘extraordinary; Megat 
aud arbitrary powers, While the law’ wal to uppotnt 
registration and ‘slestion officers, aud te canvass the returns and issue certifi- 
cates of election to members of the — ‘Aveembly; they have illegally 
adaunred'to exervisd iniportaht legislative dnd judicial 
lo They officiously! formulated um unauthorised: amd inlegul expurgitory test 
oath, covering thewhdle und required’ each’ in 
thd Territory. to OF vote! and by their order, 
the names of all persons who failed to take this oath were stricken from the 
rdgistry list. Dhey vo vonntrübd the test-cath'that’ it could hot be taken by 
any person who had over lived in polygamy, br who evhabited With more 
tian one woman“ in the marriage relation,“ but it ‘could be, und ‘was ‘taker 
by persons who ovbabitated with more tllun one woman wet in the marriage 
relution-ithus distranchising only ‘Mormons, and permitting: 
violators of the law to regivterdnd vott nn 
have arbitrarily! assumed) to exercise Negidlative 
dnilgation of rules nud lorders which, in elfect,) nnntorially Ichaaged: theiexiet- 
ing und excludedfrom'the polls thousands of legul voters, whi ‘have 
been restored to tlie privileges of eleeturs by the ‘decision of the Su: 
preme Court vf the United State 
he) hate prosumed to:exercise the highest: order by 
declaring void the acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Utah 
whioh: provide fot the electiun of Territorial officers, and they have arbitratily, 
without authority’ of law; forbidden ‘and «prevented the canvass and re- 
turn of any votes cast for these off o since! the passage of the Edmunds 
lows thus completely nullifying aod abrogutiung statutes! of the Territory 
which have received the implied sanction of Congress; and have never been 
pronounced invalid by the courts; but which have been in force and acted 
— valid laws for many yearw, ail? 01 Dag J do 974 
have’ constituted themselves Tribunal for the determiha- 
‘elections’ aud the: 
of voters, dtd: their opinions and. urdete upon have | 
regarded by their law of land. 
They — abused uüuthrortty in the appointment: ot 
tion officers, by selecting for euch 


positions, ‘whenever possible, 
persons the anti-Mormbn dation, denying to th 
the population rritory, 


they either refted day representative at 
or have only given it the in pote 
bane ve the President to the hind 
deemed necessdry ‘for that 
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Mormon thereby the pronounced enemies of the 
complain of the injusties, Gand by the United. States: officials to 
execute the laws; they have generally allied themselves with sectarian) priésts 
end, political adventurers, lending tbeir executive or judicial influence.to 
foment local excitement, and.degradg.ve in the estimation of people abroad. 
The Governors of 
despotic in their ministerial acta 
Governor Shaffer, in 1670, forbade the.militia to: drill. 
for any purpose... So far was this order carried into effect, that the aid of 
Federal troops was invoked to prevent the marching of a company of militia 
in Salt Lake a. public of of American In · 
The present especially, han the — petty tyrant,» In 
his official. messages and reports, in his contributions to the press, and in his 
public addresses, he has persistently misrepresented the state of affairs in 
Utah, and seized upon every opportunity to arouse, popular prejudice: and 
hatred against her people. He sought to defeat the expressed will of the 
people by declaring a man receiving 1,357 votes elected: over one for whom 
18,568 votes were cast,, He endeavored, without authority of law, to displace 
tho officers of the Territory elected by the people, aud fill their places with 
men of bis on appointing. He has accused us of a lack of interest in odu- 
cational matters, but when a bill was passed by our Legislature: 
money to build a University, he refused to sign it; the building however, 
was erected advanced: by: — and stands a monu- 
The Edmunds act the Utah Commission 
80, Son as the Territorial Legislature should provide for filling the registra- 
tion and election offices under the local laws; but when a bill was submitted 
to him providing for this, in full conformity to the Edmunds law and other 
gets of Congress; he vetoed the bill, and thus continued the Commissioners 
in office, contrary. to the intention of Congress, to, the the .peo- 
ple of Utah, and at great expense to the nation 
The last Legislature passed a bill apportioging the representation 0 
Territory. This bill was drawn up in acoprdgnce: with the..Governor’s sug- 
gestions; but when it was presented to him. fot. his signature, he treated it 
with contemptuous silence, thug insulting the legislators and the people who 


cohabitatior ‘mith, more than one. — — the. — 
of it, is made to operate upon one dlass of people 
nd vet who trangresa the 
— nited:Sitates official ‘{apotter” on. 
‘makes to dreg hie — — guilt. — 


— investigation and Punishment. But note ti 
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women, are made 


as to the. 
lations of me Atitem ribe men to. 
tic 


mployed to spy in men’s | 
to good lew, persons esteemed guilty until 
they shemale of proof rests upon the accused 
upon the aceuser,, jury in the, Territories is no longer. 2 
valent conviction. ies are pack to convict, un ey to 
against the, he i Is Mormon, insult and abuse are 
heaped t upon them by the anti-Mormon press Men, fearful of not obtaining, 
justice in the courts, are avoiding arrests, believing no fair ee 5 
can be had under existing circumstances. 
„ Tbere are persons in the community who contracted plural marriages be- 
155 mer Was ey | law. against the practice, and who. haye not singe entered 
lations, Alter the passage of the Edmund act, and out of defer-, 
| its requirements, ceased | to cohabit with their plural wives, 
ch. men shave violated, no law, and yet. they are harassed and prosecu 
4m, consequence, of this crusade, which bears all the aspects of a. ‘religious. 
usiness relations are cis turbed; values of kind unsettled; 
neighborboods agitated and alarmed, and of the people generally, 
jeopardized... It not only affects alleged violators of ‘the law, but those who | 
are innocent of transgressing it, Tt works a upon, the, entire comm, 
munity, upon the innocent, as well as 2 guilty.! 
The overwhelming majority of the Mo Mormon, ‘people are. monogamiete and. 
8, ars even aue | of violating the law, In the name 
gat m we pray, that this uousual, cruel, and ‘Partial ‘admini- 
science ot the. e” deman that t enforced, let 
be enfo the Territories’ ‘an District, of as well as 
Jew and Gentile as well ag, the — 
some of our grievances, Nor, Hes bur prctes t. 
unfair treatment,on. the part of the g 


fe pre ‘against a continuance of ‘Territorial dag subversive of the. 
freamen and contrary, to, the, Spirit of. Institutions 


legislation, the result ol prajadice and 
ed eid un Dente 

of one clase of being made the 
the ot officials continuance, in 
office of men who d psitions and use their 
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sion; and the methods’ purste I ‘by the courts to! the 
Eümunds law, brought forth eres of “Shame, rege 
of the present GoveT of Utah fe many acts of tyranny and des 


Hon. James ‘Sharp ‘moved tiie adoption the r tion ant Prot 

“Bishop John O. Canhonm said Be was in at He 

protest against wrongs which ffgemei could’ not sub 

some, but they are Lew, ‘who th aight it unwise to act” ibe rights 

of the people. He Wot f favor of any conées sions, Tru 


would be united aad firm it maintaining their’ tights, for themselves, then 
obifldieni, and thös itself” “The Larter day Saints’ would every 


forth ‘of ‘oppression’ tothe lust. The founders of our goveriment hud 
every dct Of tyratiny by the mother and this ‘peop 
thé patriots’ was not made with crintzing 
with un de ination to maintain’ the Fight.’ desire 
ights that we do not wish others tb 6. catises pel ug to” 
parallel in History was at f é ‘comimenea- 
ofthe ary Wär. ‘Phe times ‘are petil 
1 85 against striking down the safeguards of Hiberty," Wee ul | 1 


posterity. 
Junius F. Wells, elt desp “the necessity 
m bpposing't present’ adzaults made upon then Moines 
descendad of the Pilgrims, who wert to-day’ being Her 
cuted for the inathitendiice Uf the principles’ contended: for by telt fathers 
"Was theioffspring’ bf plural marriage aud felt proud of hid birth 
He had not yet learned why his rights should be less tha ‘those ‘of dny of 
thd “He knew hiv father was u of höher, and al 
a woman of virtue. It was met be? 
tie ‘and Wot onthe Mormom plan “Americs 
sech ehätges "The early settlers of rejoiced fn mä 


sons and daughters; but a change has come over the people“ Y6l‘was 60 n 
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‘Plural märpiage before it was declared a crime, 
‘ or appointment by the President of a commission. 
K for appointment by the President of 
: > fairly and thoroughly investigate the Utah ‘situation: and pen nn 
un Thor Inv: sit and d ending 
‘ \ 
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Sathe the to become a 
reserved from being blotted out. In 


the, Edmunds 
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Hur 05 ponente of the. 


of is, the, courte’ 
he knew Nas pot a crime, and 


that law repe 
comes children of would * 
ma eserving, she respect due to merit. Applause.) 


Words, of but as, the suns and 
REQHES thed. tens the, heritage, of liberty, to. 
to, oppressipns,, without, the. 


19 orig ompell 
Bunished for refnaing to duch 
who had ne yer broken an) law,and;they were 
concern us as jong, as, * od forbid. that. 
guid. When, the, own, 
and their wrongs my: Mrongs. he name of the man wWwho does not 


| thas ‘should: to ‘posterity! as’ coward: These, then, are 
‘We Ars Here us al cit irsus, ior 0 
in, }wo rancties; the, Per 
who, were given: certain, pewers, and. 
bet tyednaical : manner: A more’ gross 
b power could the History of ths 
hene fox othe. ol ut no law 
found conering upon aud of 


upon the test-oath of Commission.’ 
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clause, and severely criticised the ‘action of the Comm ssion 
Acts of the L 6, ‘making the Territoriat ‘Of cers 
endeavoring to ‘sécure those ‘positions to the G. 
The court here has reténtly decided that the ‘provisi 3 
rovide for the pünnhment of any male person 
with than one woinkn; “applies only to men who live’ with two or more 
women and hold them ‘out’ ‘to the world as ‘wives: that ‘thé law ia” not’ the 
great motal measure Which it was claimed to be, striking at Tikinorklity and 
sexual vice in every form, but that, while it prohibits cohabitation, with ore 
than one woman in the in rriage relation, whether actual or only Aueh in! ap- 
pearance, it does pot in any way interfere with immoral practices’ Outside of 
that relation. From this construction we now appeal to the great American 
people, and ‘ask them if they wish it to be recorded in history. that this law 
was énacted for the sole ‘parpose of destroying Mormon homes and families, 
while lasciviousness und immorality flourish and run riot in the land without, | 
legal condemnation. He could’ nut ‘believe they would sustain’ such & 
struction. Whatever might be the result of this movement, whether we 
tained immediate redress or not, ‘history would do us justice, atid time would 
fully vindicate our ‘action’ in the adoption of the declaration and Protest. 
B. H. Roberts, Eeq.; of Davis County, said we were dc e hi 
duties of freemen, for When oppressian struck a blow at Hverty, it was the 
imperative duty of freemen to ‘oppose that tyranny. Id pre- 
serve their wust ‘insist that every man n have his freedom 


oppose the interests of the’ und it was time 
misdeeds. The speaker detiduriced us an outrage the official ‘actions of the: 
Governor and ‘courts in dealing with Mortons, Plural marriage iad been 
obeyed here as the will uf God. ‘The homes of the people wers et as ‘age ered be 
then as any in the Christian world: And now comes an ‘act of Congt 
interpreted as to disrupt them, und we ‘protest. aguinst such ‘anhallowed p 
ceedings. He condemned the unholy and undignified’ n methods ad 
Federal officials to aceomplish their objects, and at ‘and’ 
cruelty could not ‘destroy’ the: honest ‘convictions of an hondrible people! 
Judging the future by the past, he-would: predict that the unhallowed mea- 
ted 1 the faith of the Latter-day Saints n ring th 
results. This people were struggling for their A liv, * 
wers willing that all niankind ‘should have the liberty they claimed.” There 
no intention to rel but to contend for the establishment of true liberty! 
We — from the. of the uf ‘Liberty, unless they 
pi with ur. bk 
5 déclaration of rievances nd. protest: were 
the most. of grievances and, 4 04 
N Caine John W. Taylor and John Cannon were sly 
asa delegatipn ta proceed on present the document. 
the pa erica.” med. ne die. 
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Tun of inces protest of Ay Latte Saints in Utah, 
published im this issue of the Srar, should be ‘widely distributed and care- 
fully perused. 1t is not à mere formal public document, but a sincere ex- 
pression of feelings that thrin tue ‘bosoms ‘and throb in the hearts of many 
thousands of fervent’ people whose chief desire is to serve God as He bas 
commanded them. ‘They claim” to right and have’ no wish to force their 
views ‘upon others, and only demand that freedom ‘which the Constitution of 
their country guarantees, to enjoy the free exercise of their religion, so long 
as they do bot infringe upon the rights and liberties of their fellow citizen, 

„The declaration’ and protest was adopted unanimously on Saturday, May 
2nd, at mess meetings, held in all the principal ‘cities and towns in the Ter- 
ritory. Those meetings were immense and marked with intense feeling. An 
oppressed and ‘persecuted people ‘give’ voice to their grief and indignation. 
But it was not uttered in tumult, Beither did ‘it: burst forth in anger. In- 
vective was riot indulged in, no threats were heard, no unseemly wrath was 
exhibited: The aa ies were ‘enthusiastic, ‘tHe. speakers’ were loudly 
applauded; and the — in which’ they met, resounded with the 
thundérs of an earnest people vigntous und united oral vote. But it was 
not the shout of a mob or the noise of 4 raging multitude. It was vor populé 
in harmony wich vow Bes, and Chile Fetotinding on earth was echoed in’ the 
ermetit in the list of grievances thet Wes nor a 
sentiment in the protest that is improper.’ Every allegation is a fact that 
cannot be ‘sueteasfully disputed. Everything resented should be condemned 
by all just minds. There ure ho other people in the’ civilized’ world but the 


Latter-day Saints who would peacefully endure the wrongs related. It is. 


their religion that is assailed; it is theit religion thut enables them to éndure 


chess wronzs without violent resistance.” In any other part ‘of the United 


States such outrages upon the rights of ‘citizens would p un outburst 
that would ‘surely result in bloddshied: f the Saints: were the kind of people 
dexeribed by their enemies, a generat tiptisitig would, long ago, have met the 
measures designed for their oppression; und thé authors uf those iniquitous 
procesdings would’ have been made to bits che dust, But the patience which’ 
bas been exhibited, and the calm which has märked the career of 
this nialigned people, ‘should be the world ofthe ‘strength: ‘oF 


their euuse and the virtue of their character, 
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It should be well understood that the issue between the Saints and their 
official opponents is one of principle. It affects not only the parties to the 
dispute, but the whole people of the United States. If freedom — religion 


is denied to one Socjety. or Chnreb, it can be den 
A7 it in any number of cases. In this way, the guaranty of religious 
freedom, which is one of the bulwarks of republican liberty, may soon be 
leveled to the ground and trampled into dust and defilement, while a domin- 
ant sect, by force of numbers, wealth and political influence, drives out from 
the shelter of the law and the safeguards of toleration all weaker bodies that 
will not conform to iti dogmas or to its dieta- 
The assault now in progress against the religion of the Latter-day. Sainte 
ig nominally made in pyrsuange of the law forbidding.polygamy,,But she 
facts show that this is but a shallow. pretense. Only a small. minority, of the, 
members of the.C uroh have entered into the practies of; plural, marriage 
which, by the, way, shoald,not be confounded: with common polygamy--aod. 
any of these ere,exempt,from legal penalties, because, in some instances, 
marriages, were contracted before any law was enacted forbidding them, 
and in others the statute of lin is has barred. proceedings against them: 
and yet, not only these are pursued poder color of lam, hut people who have 


the desecrations, ol hom 
to, bestify against 
been conducted in interests of — now, — 
entirely inoprrect,. The Saints, have claimed this, Irom the beginning. 
But pious: peaple have asserted, that sexual purity was the object.in view. 
And now che Prosecuting Attorney and the Chief Justice on the bench 
admit that neither they, not the law, which they prpfens to be administering, 
morality or sexual chastity in view, They have officially proclaimed 
it is not improper intercourse between the sexes. which they desire to 
» but the religh ceremony and system by, which men, hald ouyito 
the. world” that they have married plural, wives. If, would 
apudiate those women an wives, they are told they would not, be. prosecuted.. 
y kind, of intimacy. with chem onteide, of matrimony, ip is stated, will; not 
be by low, Mix alt 4 18193 (f 41111 2 
In demonstration of this, an,honorable gentleman, who.cowld not be prose: 
outed under the anti-polygamy.act, is sent to the. penitentiary, for unlawial; 
cohabitation, because he still calls his wives by that name and will nob: 
them, although the evidence, disproved, — association, and: 
only, proved thet, he ate with them esch iu turn; while a, libertine, who had 
800 his Sister, was sot. at liberty because he did not treat his victim 
acknowledge her as stich, Thus, the- Later: day Saints are 
refusing to act the villain and disregard the obligations: of 
religion, honor deen while the gebanches and the adulterer are not 
only set scot free, but by judicial authority are proclaimed conipetent to sit as 


* * 
2. 
Ks. 
4 
* 
* 
Ne 
— 
„ 


jurors 80 try upright, ‘re and high‘ minded “citizens; and men of un- 
blemished ‘reputations violated 0 law; ‘are rejected ‘as jurors, sim 
ply on accbunt ol feligions belief.“ ay Hae 
I has just been publidly stated We Patra Distriet Court in Utah, 
it is the leaders of the Möfmen Gbürch who wers Barred! from prosecutio 
by the watute of limitation, thut the law waa ditetel Against, and the 
tioa to conipel them to ‘put wway their wives,” that man would Con- 
tinue in the status of a bigamist if he ‘only’ supported it atid ‘visited and did 5 t 
dwell with a plural that „the quéstion of intercourse was no 
element of the thüt it was “the Mormon system Of apriage ah 
not sexual” sits thät Congress’ was after; and that this Was “an offéns 
‘against public devency, whether the parties bad intsrebürde ‘or not.“ 4180 
that “ik it: was free from religion; “unconnected: with: it, it would’ not be 
oultito manage uf awed 

So all the world should ‘know ‘sill iti 
religion, 80 called; that is being assailed by the Federal Courts in Utah, 
mens faith, éacred vbligationé and the dictates of honor and hunianity se 
ave being punished as criminal, aud not any kind of ‘immorality or sexual 
vice... Let the pretended friends of social purity who have urged the legisla- 
tion under which these. persecutions fe ing 3 hide their heads in 


orthodox sexual unchecked, and only the 


Sbould not all decent people who become With these 


and the by which the people ot Ural ate affficted, Join in the sole 


we 2 « 


principle?’ 18 there u heart 0 dead — Lied the wrongs of th 
oppressdd that wilt not beat in respo trintz appea per 
‘cated people of Utah! Ty — ‘the Ohle 4 gre 
raised by Denideriti¢ 8, close his’ Late 


ont df the ‘places they Have’ disgta pu 

will respect the tights ‘of an, ‘and get porte 

onfofeswent of the law. Wür he weakly‘ T la 

clerical bigotry! wid, ‘for ‘fear ‘of being thought favorable’ to an un 

in thie Chair ‘white: rules ine 


A Commiesem dhe gtfevatices of is respect fully 
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le o liberty. 


Mass Me 


ally get orth of a nature to 4 ryt auoh 0 7 
dy made and — It mad; be tht 


A will have more regard for the oppressed: ti than 
reports icial, defamers, d against Utah, the inglorions military 


it had. been ont, before instead: al after, the. army, 

treasure and would, been.saved the nation, great Erõ˖õj)¾ 
In the. hope thas better counsels will prevail: to-day; than in times wpenbuin 
the consideration of the“ Mormon” question, we invohe blessings.ofithe 
Most, High-God upon the, declaration: of grievances, and ; protest, which comes 
up fro the united hearts: and; voices of the. Saints, in endome 
every statement, we echo exery.sentiment, we say Amen protestation 
it contains. It will go down to as a banner in 


champions of human freedo 


Saints, it will bea blazing — 
of purity who, while praising virtus, are the ein. 


Tar ag ators very ing in 
important history that which will great interest: by 
uture generations, a leaf of, it in this, the Stan: We 
| only publish the full text .of the: protest that we 
referred to lust week, y,,before our minutes, of; the 
ag held in Salt at which the protest und resoln- 
Lions were adopted wi with an-enthusiagn indicative of a profonnd-and.earneat 
public sentiment, . We single, out, this meeting, om .e¢cqunt: pamerieal 
superiority, and, not, because, it was any. more and. 
ascore vf similar meetings held in the various Stakes: of. Lam «The 
d Saints have exercieed right ini presenting: state 
ment of their wrongs, and a protest. aginst petition 
redress of their grievances is.not only Ahe ‘exercive but 
in strict oon furmity with the arion vf Gud 40 His penplein these deat 
days... Dog, & Coy., seatinn: 101, cummencing/at verse 86, We) f Las 
hem, importune at the feet of the dude; and if. he heed them: nat, let them 
mportune at che feat of the Guvarpur;, and if the, Governon hu, 
the fegt of the. President; if- the President 
the come forth aut of his hiding 
um ver the nation, is hot-displessure, eager, 
heir purtion amung bypoorites,, and unbelieveres in guter 
ls weeping, and wailing and 
nite: your enies; shat I 
may tuem, ‘that. these things may. nob 
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What 1 ha ve said unto you, men may be left without 
and know that which they have 


pass my act, my 


to Pr öpbet Joseph in in the 
Craélly) persderited, aod’ many of them 
"bak purchased’ of the goverdment ‘of the United 
States The Saints complied the ot the revela- 
tidy; and pstitionsd in the titions wers unhesded, 
and the donde ‘ate nent history of the 
nation. Now, in the light Of this revelstibn, it wil be le the Litter- 


ge ther in Mass Meetings toagain petition the 


day Saints io thus assembling to 
President of the United ‘that redtess of their “wrongs jwhich lies 


- within the. seope of, i sxecusive power have taken a very important step, 
and one that will be fotlowetl Hy not only to the Saints 
to ‘the and the! great’ nation of the United 

resident Ole an obscure position. to the 
Magistrucy of one: of Sie mightiest: tations of earth. This has been 
“geconnplished’ pariiy by his abilities and force of character, but far more by a 
Ruling: power and grace. Mri Cleveland; has proved. to bo far above 
thé ordinary politician, with Sed common appreciation of the right 
and him, und an uuflinching moral courage 
standing fail tlie poitite made f the 

te of the ‘the Laster dey Saints their enemies 40d oppre 
his moral cowrage.w A tagt, hab ever yet: 
To admit that the“ Mormuna”, baxeequal rights with their fellom citizens 
“before the law, to atand befure tho tide uf popaben prejadide. and porseeutian 
that is now threatening to/engalf 9 ‘pay; Thus far shalt thou 
deviation’ 70 that few 
— 


the JOR che 1a 
for his acts, be he. OF: 8.6 
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